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The title of filmmaker M. Night Shyamalan’s latest book on school
reform also accurately describes what I learned when I took a close
look at the economics of teaching from an entrepreneurial viewpoint.

It’s no secret that teachers are poorly paid. But I suspect
that many people do not stop to think about what that reality
means in the daily lives of educators. And the cost to society
overall. Previously, Jonathan Kozol’s essay Savage
Inequalities assigned for a social policy class in 2009 was my
primary point of view as was Morgan Spurlock’s Inside Man on
Education and the little girl who began to cry when informed
she’d have to undergo more testing at school. And of course my
fond and not so fond memories as a student.
But what I recently discovered is that personal experience
limits understanding of a large, complex problem. Activists in
the field of education present compelling arguments but often
focus on students…one part of the elephant in the room. The
problems viewed through a business lens are primarily one of
ineffective infrastructure and longstanding historical issues
yet to be addressed.

Consider these words spoken during an episode of a popular
’60s western set in the mid-1800s. Outlaw Frank Coulter
revealed why he’d changed his occupation.
“I was a schoolteacher tasked with educating the children…and
I was held in high esteem, but the decent people paid me 30
cents a day and one day, I’d had enough…” – Frank Coulter
Today, philosophical and political differences continue to
bring overall positive change at glacial speed. And the
bureaucracy continues to ignore the math, spending more than 7
billion dollars annually to replace teachers who burn out from
low salaries and overwork, according to the National
Commission on Teaching. The popular notion that teachers have
the summer off to work is a myth.
Many educators work second jobs after school during the
academic year. While the infrastructure turns slowly, there
are bills to pay, incidentals, such as school supplies, rent,
food, health insurance, and student loans. In some cases
graduate students in the teaching profession attracted to the
finance industry for part-time work, discover they can make
far more income and leave for greener…literally… pastures,
according to a Sam Houston State University professor.
Ironically, moonlighting, by its very nature stressful and
time-consuming is viewed as a problem-solving solution
allowing educators to continue to afford to teach… The
teaching profession yields a larger number of part-time
entrepreneurs than other professions, which makes sense when
you consider how widespread moonlighting activity is within
the profession versus the general population. But there is
also the issue of entrepreneurial traits, which many good
teachers possess.

Quiz
Teaching Fact or Fiction
1. True or False? In the 1960s teacher, Jonathan
Kozol was fired for reading the poems of Langston
Hughes to children of color
2. *In Russia Teachers, earn an annual salary of
a. $48,000 b. $4,800 c. $29,700
3.**How much do teachers spend on school supplies
during the year…each year?
a. $600-$2000 b. $250- $500
4. True or False IRS Rules allow nearly all
expenses spent on supplies as a write-off.

Answers

1. True. Some say the resulting publicity helped
propel his career as an activist.
2. b. But professors at Sam Houston point out
significant differences in socio-economic
policies, in Russia. For instance, health
insurance is paid for by the government.
3. a. Almost $700, according to the recent Sam
Houston study. But one teacher in the Parham study
reportedly spent $2,000.00.
4. False. $250.00 is the maximum allowed for
deductions.
*Source: Sam Houston State University researchers TSTA 2012
** Source: Sam Houston State University researchers
Parham dissertation.
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